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Deciding on the right handsaw for your Do It Yourself
project is tough and can be challenging.  Must Own
Tools can help!  Use our Hand Saw Usage Guide to
help find the saw for your needs.  

Must Own ToolsMust Own Tools
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The Essential Hand Saws Usage Guide
Our guide not only showcases the variety of hand saws available but also clarifies the
types of DIY tasks each is best suited for. With our thoughtful insights, you'll be
wielding the right saw for the job with expert precision, no matter the project at hand.

Coping Saws:

Detailed trim work

Fine joinery

Precise cutting for moldings and frames

Usage Instructions:
�� Secure the workpiece in a vise or with clamps.

�� Align the coping saw's thin blade to the marked line.

�� Begin cutting with gentle strokes, then proceed with consistent pressure.

�� Guide the saw with your wrist, turning the handle to steer through curves.

Bow Saws:

Ideal for:
Garden pruning and landscaping

Cutting large lumber pieces

Aggressive cuts on both dry and green wood

Usage Instructions:
�� Firmly grip the handle with one hand and brace the saw's frame with the other.

�� Start with a slow back and forth motion to establish the cutting groove.

�� Increase the sawing speed, using the full length of the blade in steady strokes.

Classic Hand Saws:

Ideal for:
General carpentry work

Cutting dimensional lumber to size

Rough cuts in wood panels or plywood

Ideal for:
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Usage Instructions:
�� Secure the material, check for knots, and measure for the desired cut.

�� Use your thumb or a carpenter's square to guide the initial strokes.

�� Saw with deliberate, full-length strokes, allowing the saw's weight to aid the cut.

Ideal for:
Fine woodworking

Precision joinery tasks

Clean cuts on delicate materials

Usage Instructions:
�� Mark your precise cutline on the workpiece.

�� Hold the saw handle with a relaxed grip for control.

�� Pull the saw towards you, letting the blade do the work without excessive force.

Hack Saws

Ideal for: 
       � Cutting through metal or plastic pipes

       � Home plumbing or HVAC projects 

       � Straight cuts on small rods and bars

.

Usage Instructions: 
        1. Choose the appropriate blade for the material being cut �18�32 teeth per inch for metal, fewer for 

            plastic). 

        2. Secure the material in a vise or with clamps to prevent movement. 

        3. Adjust the blade tension as needed for optimal performance. 

       4. Use steady, even strokes applying pressure on the push stroke, and align your cuts carefully for a 

            square edge

To ensure that your hand saws remain in optimal condition, follow these maintenance tips:

Clean after use. Wipe down the saw blade with a clean cloth to remove sap, wood dust, and debris.

Oil the blade. Lightly coat the blade with machine oil to prevent rust.

Store properly. Hang the saws vertically or place them in a saw sheath to protect the teeth.

Sharpen regularly. Dull blades make work harder. Use a sharpening rod or file appropriate for your

saw type.

Inspect for damage. Before each use, check for loose handles or bent blades which can affect

precision.

Japanese Hand Saws:

Maintaining Your Hand Saws
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Folding Saws

                  � Backpacking and camping expeditions 

                  � Trimming branches for firewood or shelter construction 

                  �  Portable and quick cutting tasks where space is a concern

Ideal for:

         Usage Instructions:

                  1. Unfold the saw blade carefully and lock it into place before use.   

                  2. Hold the handle with a firm grip and begin making cuts using a smooth, controlled motion. 

                  3. Apply slight pressure on the pull stroke for cleaner cuts, and ease off on the push stroke. 

                  4. Once finished, clean the blade of any sap or debris and fold it back into the handle for safe transport.



Remember: Measure Twice, Saw Once! 

Thank you for downloading and using the Must Own Tools  Essential Hand Saw
Usage Guide.  We hope your found it helpful in your quest to be a knowledgable 
DIY Homeowner.  

Please look for additional DIY guides in the future! We are constantly building out
our knowledge base and adding more product reviews and tool details.  If you have
questions visit mustowntools.com or email us at info@mustowntools.com. 

Keep sawing safely!

Must Own Tools  


